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The Government’s plan for scaling up testing for Covid-19 is split into 5 pillars. Only pillars 1 and 2 are live at present. This document sets out how pillars 1 and 2 are accessed and utilised in Northern LincolnshireTo keep patients safe and get critical health and social care staff back to work:
· This pillar will test local health and social care staff and some additional local key workers with symptoms (and/or any symptomatic family members living with them) ideally within first 3 days of developing symptoms, and not past day 5.
· Pillar 1 is accessed through the Northern Lincolnshire service run by NLaG and Care Plus Group. 
· Staff will be given the option of attending a drive through site in Northern Lincolnshire (either Scunthorpe or Grimsby) for a test. 
· Where staff members cannot drive, this needs to be highlighted on the referral form or those staff members could self refer into Pillar 2 for a home test kit. 
· Results will be relayed to the person tested and their line manager to confirm whether the case is positive. Negative results (provided the staff member is well enough) will allow them to return to work in line with the employing organisation’s occupational health processes.
· Employers intending to use this service to have their staff tested, should still register for the Pillar 2 Employer Portal as specified on page 2. The Pillar 2 service can then be referred into quickly in the event of local lab capacity being exhausted under Pillar 1. 


Pillar 1: Scaling up NHS swab testing for those with a medical need and, where possible, the most critical key workers
(Employer Referral only)










																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																												To reach other critical workers and expand the amount of tests available in health and social care. This pillar will test the following staff groups experiencing symptoms (and/or any symptomatic family members living with them):
· All symptomatic essential workers (full list here) 
· Any symptomatic people over the age of 65. 
· Anyone with symptoms who cannot work from home (e.g. construction workers, plumbers, delivery drivers)
They will also test: 
·  Any NHS workers or social care staff regardless of whether they have symptoms.
The Pillar 2 service was established by the Department of Health and Social Care. It can be accessed via employer referral or self referral using the online Government Portal (see page 2). Those accessing this service will be able to choose either:
· A test at a regional test centre, the closest being the Humber Bridge
· A home testing kit to be completed and returned by the staff member.
· A mobile testing unit if one is available in the referee’s locality at the time of referral. 




Pillar 2: Mass-swab testing for critical key workers in the NHS, social care and other sectors
(Employer or Self-referral)









How to refer
Pillar 1
This service is the local service provided within Northern Lincolnshire, with drive through swabbing services located in Scunthorpe and Grimsby. This service only accepts referrals for people who are currently displaying symptoms, and are within the first five days of their symptoms. 
Key workers who are self-isolating must be referred by their line manager - with the exception of clinicians in general practice, who can self-refer. 

[bookmark: _MON_1650111741]Referrals for staff swabbing within this service must all be made using this referral form and must all be forwarded to nlccg.nlnelstaffswabbing@nhs.net The staff member will be contacted directly to arrange swabbing appointments. Where consent has been given (recorded on the referral form) result will be communicated to the line manager after the individual has been given their results. 

Pillar 2
This is the national swabbing service and the nearest Regional Testing Centre is located near to the Humber Bridge in Hull (however if a Mobile Testing Unit is in your area the time of your referral, this should also show as an option for location). Employers can refer their staff members, or staff and people that meet the criteria can also self-refer. Employer referrals are prioritised each day over self-referrals. 
Employer referrals
While the local service capacity will continue to see all keyworkers whilst it has available capacity, there might come a time where the local service is not able to provide swabbing for all keyworkers. For this reason it is recommended that employers register for the employer portal so that they are able to refer staff members should the need arise. 
All organisations should register with the Employer Portal as per the instructions on https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested#arrange-a-test. This should be done even if you intend to use the Northern Lincolnshire Service under Pillar 1 for your staff. 
Self-referrals
Staff can self-refer via the online government portal, which can be found here: https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/
The only way to access Pillar 2 home testing is via the self-referral portal.
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Staff Testing referral form V4.doc


		Referral for Health and Social Care Staff Swabbing – Northern Lincolnshire





		Reason for Referral:



		Staff Member Symptomatic




		

		Member of Household Symptomatic

		



		Type of Referral:



		Line Manager referral for staff member (or member of their household):

		

		General practice clinician only - self-referral 



		



		Staff Member Details

		



		Name of the staff member:

		



		Organisation of Staff Member:

		



		Job Title/ Role:

		



		Expected Date to Return if swabbing not undertaken: 


(e.g. 7 days after onset of symptoms for symptomatic staff /14 days for a staff member who has a symptomatic member of their household.)

		



		Details of the person to be swabbed - 



		Name:

		



		DOB:

		



		GP Practice:

		



		NHS Number (if known):

		



		How many days has the person to be tested had symptoms for?

		



		Car Registration Number: 

		



		Consent from the person to be swabbed



		Do you consent for:

		



		Your information to be shared with Northern Lincolnshire health organisations in order to determine whether you are eligible to be tested for  SARS CoV 2.

		Yes/No



		Your information to be passed on to either the North Lincolnshire or North East Lincolnshire Swabbing Teams if your referral is accepted and for the relevant team to contact you to set up a convenient time and date for swabbing

		Yes/No



		Your results to be sent to the following once they are received by the appropriate swabbing team. 

		Your telephone number

		



		

		Your email address

		



		

		Member of staff’s Line Manager -  telephone number 

		



		

		Member of staff’s Line Manager - email address 

		






